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NÚRIA JORNET BENITO, Being a Woman at the End of the Patriarchy (Ser
dona al final del patrarcat, p.19). In the text I speak about my being a woman
at the end of the patriarchy, paying attention to diverse aspects and scena-
rios: in the first place, my being a woman historian, who does medieval
history in the present, touched by the feminine and feminist revolution, and
by the relationhsip with the research group Duoda of the University of
Barcelona; my being a woman and a lecturer in the present of the university,
with the need, shared with other women, to be able to bring in the free sense
of sexual difference to the university; and, finally, my being a mother.
MARÍA-MILAGROS RIVERA GARRETAS, Living the Body as a Gift (Vivir
el cuerpo como un don, p.31). Today, in the times of the end of the
patriarchy, the meaning of the body is changing quickly precisely because
the patriarchy has ended, which was a power system that presented the
father as the true author of bodies, usurping them from their evident author,
the mother. The usurpation, which before would take place through nothing
more than power, takes place through the force of the law, the law that
sustains the political power and is sustained by the same. But the feminists
of the last third of the twentieth century said “My body is mine”, and thus
began a revolution that has put democracy itself into crisis. I think that, in the
present, it is important to work out and make into politics the buried conflict
between democracy and the mother about the authorship and political value
of the human body. Because the body is a gift from the mother. It is, then, of
the one who receives it, that is, of each human being that is born and
remains to live in the world. It is not of the State nor of the one who has power
in a family or a land. It is a gift that is inseparably joined to the gift of language.
It is in language –in the language of the media, in legislative and judicial
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texts– where today the political conflict between the State and the mother
about the authorship of bodies is being played out. And it is in language
where this conflict can become political, that is, spoken, not violent. If as
women we speak and try to do so in the mother tongue, not in the language
of power.
The gift of the body from the mother is the beginning of the human being
and it is the beginning of another economy and another politics. It is a
gift that each mother hands over to the economy of the infinite (which is
different to globalisation) and to the politics of language, not to the
economy of money or the politics of power. By economy of the infinite I
understand the practices of production, distribution and consumption
given over to serving the eternal needs of the body and the eternal
needs of the soul, without underestimating profit and without putting it in
the place of God. By politics of language or politics of the symbolic I
understand (with others) the work of the words in search of meaning,
both of the work that they do in me and that which I do with them, alone
or shared, in order to say the reality that is changing, without underesti-
mating the human ambition for power and without putting it in the place
of the relationship with the mother.
LUISA MURARO, Power and Politics Are Not The Same (El poder y la
política no son lo mismo, p.47). We live in a historical juncture that is
asking us to rethink the relationships between politics and power.
Political life is one more possibility of shared life and it takes place in
certain conditions. That is why there has been and there may be
societies without politics, where what is acting are relationships of force,
deceit, systematic instrumentalisation, demagogy, etc. In Italy, and not
only in Italy, we are going in this direction. It is possible to oppose this
downward slope, as long as we realise that is is not, essentially, a
question of democracy: to limit ourselves to the defence of democracy is
a mistake that is making not a few people of good will waste their time.
The matter is more serious, since it affects the life of politics. Amongst
the things that threaten the quality of political life, I place the growing
confusion between politics and power.
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LIA CIGARINI, The Passion for Politics: Thinking Through Relationships
and Work (La pasión por la política: pensar las relaciones y el trabajo, p.79).I
have spoken various times in Barcelona about work. Today we are talking
about it whilst the worldwide economic crisis is getting worse. The econo-
mists and commentators call it a financial crisis, attributing it to the madnes-
ses of the bankers, to the toxic loans, etc. I think it is a crisis of the real and
social economy. For the first time in history, both in the United Status and in
Italy, women’s employment is falling, but less than that of male employm-
ment. This confirms a reflection made many times by the feminists and little
listened to by the women working for equal opportunities, which says that in
a less industrial society, where more immaterial goods are produced than
those that are manufactured and there are more services both to people and
to companies, women are the natural inhabitants of post-fordism. The
female predominance in present day production has an important precedent
in the fact that they did not enter into fordism and neither were they formed or
politicised with the cognitive and political paradigms of fordism, but rather
from the taking on of awareness and the action of the feminist movement.
The presence of women in work is thus today the breakthrough element in
the market and it opens up new conflicts on the political and symbolic plane.
Precisely at work women have obtained authority because they are more
educated and competent and they work better. And it is a question of
authority rooted in the feminine difference because women have another
competence, the relational capacity that derives from the fact that feminine
work is more basically work because it keeps the production and the
reproduction of human existence joined together. Working within life it is
possible for women to try for the concept of work and of time of work to
change. And, from here on, from work understood as a unity of productive
work and of relationship, it is possible to redefine the economy.
LAURA MORA CABELLO DE ALBA, I give up: Accepting and Resisting
Being a Woman (Acceptar y resistir el ser mujer, p.101). In this text I would
like to look deeper into the meaning of my surrender (as I describe in the title
“I give myself up”), of ending a battle with patriarchal capitalism which does
me harm –and which I will never win- and its star principle of equality. I would
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like to name this exit from the dialectic, that leaving behind of the equality
taken to its limits, that inexorably accepts me as I am, a woman, and makes
me realise with more and more clarity the violence generated by the
igualitarian paradigm. And to write about the effects that are so pernicious
and so little named of the regime of the one –as María-Milagros Rivera calls
it-, of the assimilation of some by others and the deportation of so many
women to a non-being, something that is profoundly violent.
MARCO DERIU, Post-Patriarchal Violence? Love, Politics and the
Necessary Reinvention of the Relationships Between Men and Women
(¿Violencia postpatriarcal? El amor, la política y la necesaria reinven-
ción de las relaciones entre hombres y mujeres, p.111). The cultural
and social revolution undertaken by feminism, the transformations of
sexuality, the introduction of divorce and the demystification of the
institution of marriage, the economic transformations and those of the
working world –with the growing importance of women’s work-, and
more recently the crisis of the political and financial institutions, have
contributed to making manifest the end of the patriarchal cultural model
that was founded on male authority, hierarchy, the dominance of the
paternal figure, the denial of women’s subjectivity and control over the
feminine body. There is no aspect of our life that is not facing a change
in relation to the arrival of feminine freedom in the relationship between
the sexes. What does the arrival of feminine freedom and the free desire
of women mean for men and what does it all mean in the reconstruction
of a culture of relationships between the sexes? In a paradoxical way,
today the freedom and subjectivity of women are precisely what place
men in the greatest difficulties. Men today have to deal with what is
essentially a “double change” on the personal and social level. The
rapid decay of the patriarchal hierarchical model does not transform
itself in an automatic and lineal way into a gain in the area of man-
woman relationships. In this transitional period, the risks of disorienta-
tion, confusion and resentment are strong, in a reconsideration of male
violence towards women, above all in close relationships. The problem
of male violence against women does not affect only areas or niches
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that are culturally backward. Neither can this violence be considered
only to be a residue or death throe of patriarchal society. On the
contrary, we can hypothesize that in this moment of transition we are
witnessing a transformation of male violence in qualitative terms, evi-
dent in countries such as Italy which have registered a clear increase in
feminicide in recent decades and more specifically of homicide in the
domestic sphere, in a trend that is contrary to the decrease of other
forms of social violence. We should look deeper into the idea of a
specific male violence, that we could define as “post-patriarchal”, typical
of a social and symbolic condition of greater formal equality as in that
reached in the so-called mature democracies. The existence of a post-
patriarchal violence invites us to reread egalitarian representations in a
more problematising way and to identify the nucleus of the present male
crisis and the challenge of a transformation of the relationships with
more attention.
NÚRIA BEITIA HERNÁNDEZ, Shared Custody, Does It Push Mothers
Too Far? (La custodia compartida, ¿fuerza a las madres?, p.131). In
recent years women’s desire in relation to maternity shows two tenden-
cies: women who choose to be mothers at the side of a man who takes
on paternity in a responsible way and women who wish to be mothers
but not next to a man. Some years ago men were not (or in the main
were not) in the relationship of care of their daughters and sons of a
young age. Today they are more so. But, how and where are they?
What is the place of the father?
For babies to be born the relationship between the sexes is necessary
and this is an uneven, unbalanced relationship. It is a natural disparity,
that is, of something that, by chance or as a gift, is thus and not another
way. And it is important not to confuse disparity with inequality, since
inequalities have to do with the social and are, therefore, modifiable and
remediable. To confuse that disparity with inequality can lead to the
attempt to make it invisible, deny it, usurp it and/or overcome it through
the law.
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CLARA JOURDAN, The Law That Erases Sexual Difference Feeds
Violence Against Women (El derecho que borra la diferencia sexual
alimenta la violencia contra las mujeres, p.145). The law represents
an important form of mediation between men, not between women,
and not between women and men. The end of the patriarchy causes
new problems that are difficult precisely because they are new; we
can look for solutions if we go out of the cage of established thought,
which is the democratic-egalitarian one. I think that a path of investi-
gation could be to abandon the belief that the law can control and
protect our tiny being in the face of the enormity of the reality that can
flatten us, and begin, to start with, to consider the human smallness
of each one of us (woman and man) as insurmountable, and to
accept it, and from there to explore its fecundity. Free sexual diffe-
rence is a richness that we, above all women, have already seen
something of, but it is still a new world that is opening itself to us, that
each woman can create and too, yes, each man, in our lives, with our
relationships.
NÚRIA BEITIA HERNÁNDEZ, Lady of the House and Cleaning
Lady: There’s a Lot of Politics Here ("Senyora de la casa i senyora
de la neteja: aquí hi ha molta política", p.213). In the discourses
about work there is always a concern present to eliminate relatio-
nship (work is not pleasure, nor love, nor bond, but rather rights
and duties). But in the working relationship between the woman
«mistress» of the house and the woman «assistant», that distinc-
tion does not hold up. It is precisely because love, bonds and care
are the live material that is being dealt with and that is exchanged,
that money is not enough to name it and the word relationship
becomes indispensable; relationship understood as a continuous
interlacing of «mistress»-lady of the house- and «assistant»-lady of
the cleaning-, without excluding conflict in the daily negotiation of
live things. The centrality of the relationship is what situates, in
each home, things such as freedom, emancipation, the work of
caring for others, mediation…
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REMEI ARNAUS I MORRAL. An Exchange of Gifts, An Exchange of
Culture and of Civilisation (Un intercanvi de dons, un intercanvi de cultura i
de civilització, p.225). The text forms part of the context of the process of a
piece of research that a group of researchers from the Women’s Research
Centre Duoda and the Faculty of Pedagogy of the University of Barcelona
are carrying out. The central part of the research is “Immigrant Women:
Mediators of Relationships in their Process of Personal and Social Implica-
tion”. We wanted to enter into relationship and dialogue with real women
from different cultures. –who we often make relationships with because we
have them at home to help with the cleaning, or we meet them at the school
gate, or at adult education classes, etc.-, because we don’t believe the
dominant discourses that come out in general in the media or reports “on”
immigration, in general and in the abstract without touching and speaking of
the concrete experience of immigrant girls and boys, women and men with
their singularity, life journey and with their own hope... And the text shows
some of the reflections that have come out of my own process of research in
relationship with the other researchers.
LOURDES ALBI FERNÁNDEZ, The Lord Walks Amongst the Cooking Pots
(“Entre los pucheros anda el Señor”, p.233). My mother helps me to bring up
my sons. This situation, experienced, by her and by me, as an act of
freedom, leads me to ask her what her secret is, how it is that despite the
difficulties, the hard work and other inconveniences, desire and love thrive.
And she explains it to me through her experience as a young woman who
came as an immigrant to work as a “servant girl” in the 60s, in a house,
taking care of everyone living there.
FABIANA BERNALDO DE QUIRÓS, Behind the Curtain With Little Woo-
den Balls (Detrás de la cortina con bolitas de madera, p.247). A curtain of
little wooden balls separated, in a permeable way, in my shop, the public
space from the family and private one. In the family one, every year I looked,
for my little daughter, for a babysitter, a guardian of my treasures, my
daughter and my home; I looked for her out of my inner needs, I called her
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from there, from my desire… We created a singular relationship based on
what Gianina Longobardi calls “the economy of the gift”… The public space,
born out of the desire to create a business of my own as a place of wellbeing,
“a place of love” where to bring “order, meaning and world”… and where
those two spaces mixed creatively with each other. This is the account of
that experience.
